
 

 KOROSTEN’ CITY AT GLANCE 

 

Location: 164 km to the 
North-West from Kyiv 

Population: 65,7 thousand 
people  

Ancient city founded in 
year 705 called IsKorosten’ 

Mayor: Volodymyr 
Moskalenko 

 

Important railway hub of the North-West Railway of Ukraine  
 

Industries: Machine-building, production of building materials,  
wood processing, stone (granite) processing, pharmaceutical, 
textile and tailoring, metal processing (pipes manufacturing), food industry.  
 

After the 1986 accident at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant, the area around the city was 
declared a zone of a voluntary evacuation (so-called 3rd zone). Since then over 90% of the city 
population has a status of Chernobyl victims. 

 

Historical note  
 

Korosten’ (ancient name Iskorosten’) is a city of oblast significance and administrative center 
of Korosten’ rayon. The city was the capital of the Drevlyans ('forest dwellers'), an ancient Slavic 
tribe that was later incorporated into Kievan Rus′. The name may be derived from the 
word korost 'brushwood, bushes'.  

 
The first written mention of Iskorosten’ dates 
back to 945 in connection with Drevlyans 
rebellion and Kyiv Prince Igor execution. In 
946 Kyiv Princess Olga (a wife of the killed 
Price Igor) eliminated Drevlyan nobles and 
burned the town down. Ovruch became the 
center of Drevlyans. In 1268 the town was 
burned down by Mongol-Tatars. From 1340 
Korosten’ was ruled by Lithuania. According 
to Lyublin union of 1569, Korosten’ passed 
to Poland and over a lengthy period was a 
minor Polish settlement. In 1793, after the 
first partition of Poland, Korosten’ passed to 
the Russian Empire.  

 
The growth began at the end of the 19th century with the opening of 3 furniture factories, 3 soap 
manufacturers, 10 productions of leather, and laying down of the railway. During the World War I 
Korosten’ became the main military logistics center and hospital of all Southwestern front of the 
Russian army. The city was occupied, heavily bombed and practically destroyed by Nazis during 
1941-1944. The modern history of the city began in the 1960s with the development of machine-
building, metal processing, production of building materials (concrete), textile and chemical 
industries. After Chernobyl accident in 1986 the migration from the city increased and the economic 
situation worsened. Recovery and a new wave of the economic development have started in 2000 
as a result of further industrial development and targeted help of Bilateral Donors and International 
Organizations, including UNDP.    
After so many tragic fires and burnings, as well as successful revivals, the city slogan now 
is “CAN’T BE  BURNED WITH FIRE” and written at the bottom of the city emblem.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chernobyl_disaster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drevlyans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kievan_Rus%E2%80%B2


Korosten’ economy and business  
 

Industries and businesses:  
In total 139 enterprises, including 18 – large and 121 - small and medium enterprises. 
Main industries are: machine-building, extractive industries (stone, granite, basalt etc.), wood 
processing (laminated flooring, MDF boards), production of building materials, chemical, 
pharmaceutical, food, textile and metal processing (pipes manufacturing). 
 
In total there is about 3500 persons registered as private entrepreneurs, mostly involved in retail 
and consumer services. There is also an industrial park established on 246 hectares of industrial 
estate (in place of a former airfield) with the necessary utilities and infrastructure, waiting for 
investors.  
 
Foreign Trade activity:  
More than one hundred enterprises are involved in foreign trade with Belarus, Russia, Moldova, 
Kazakhstan, Germany, Poland, Italy, Denmark, Sweden and others. 

 
The structure of foreign trade:  
Export operations: crushed stone products, wood, granite, equipment for agricultural machinery and 
chemical industry, paints and varnishes. 
Import: petrol, soybean meal, potassium chloride and equipment for the stone extraction, furniture, 
computer hardware components. 
 

Investment activity 
 

The distribution of foreign direct investment into Korosten’ by countries 

 
The mayor’s office is over 15 years actively working on the development and “rebranding” of the 
region from the “victims” to the leaders among the small cities of Ukraine.   

 

The Biggest cultural event –  
“Potato pancakes festival”  
Held annually on the third Saturday of September. 
with funny competitions, exhibitions, tasting of 
traditional beverages, exhibits, folk music 
performances. 
A potato pancakes school leaded by the city mayor  
teaches everyone to cook tasty pancakes called “Deruny”. 
 
Potato triathlon competition includes:  
 "Potato pancakes powerlifting" - squat with two heavy 

jugs full of pancakes; 

 Throwing potato pancakes in a bowl with sour cream;  

 Throwing potato pancakes at the competitor.  
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